Hypersensitivity pneumonitis: a sentinel event investigation in a wet building.
Hypersensitivity pneumonitis (HP) as a sentinel event implies a remediable exposure and an exposed cohort that require evaluation. A patient with HP convincingly related to her building led to a questionnaire survey in follow-up. Building coworkers demonstrated substantially higher symptom rates than did controls in five other buildings, although no further cases of disease were identified. It is likely that moisture sources in the building included an oversized cooling system and below-grade moisture, but the building met all applicable regulations and standards. Screening investigations for disease are not mandated by law and are often not conducted, in part because cost coverage is unclear. The absence of regulatory or professional standards that adequately address moisture in the built environment forces occupational health professionals to rely on disease documentation strategies to justify intervention.